Introduction
In the late 1930's it was discovered that high single doses ofvitamin D administered intermittently could cure and prevent rickets, and this mode of vitamin D prophylaxis (Stosstherapie) was widely adopted in central European countries (1) (2) (3) (Ca), and phosphorus (P).
Material and methods
Venous blood was collected from 43 infants immediately before and 2 wk after the routine oral dose of600 000 IU (15 mg) ergocalciferol at the ages of 1 (n = 9), 4 (n = 4), 7 (n = 8), 1 1 (n = 13), 15 (n = 6), and 20 (n = 3) mo. Infants Fig 7) . Five infants (12%) had elevated P levels after the start of treatment; four (all three with high P values after the dose at 1 mo and the infant at 7 mo) also had hypercalcemia. There were, however, no significant correlations between serum P and Ca or between serum P and vitamin D metabolite levels at any age. 
